DR. JOHN BROWN                                    ci

was Dr. John Brown (1810-1882), a Scottish physician who de-
voted his leisure to letters. Thackeray did not meet his benefactor
until December, 1851, when he made his first trip to Edinburgh.
He and Brown took to each other at once, and it was not long before
Thackeray was a favorite as well with Mrs. Brown (d. 1864) and
with the children, John ("Jock") and Helen. Subsequent visits to
Edinburgh, where Brown's residence at 23 Rutland Street became
a second home to Thackeray, cemented the friendship between the
two men, and a long series of letters, in which Thackeray expresses
himself more freely than to any other man except FitzGerald, is
the lasting record of their association. Brown amply deserved
Thackeray's confidence, both by the high esteem in which he held
his friend, his hero after Sir Walter Scott, and by his loyal labor
from first to last for his friend's books. An even better guarantee
that Thackeray's trust was not misplaced was the perfect integrity
of Brown's life and character.36

Brown was the son of Dr. John Brown of Biggar in Lanark-
shire, a distinguished biblical scholar, and was educated at home
by his father until the family moved to Edinburgh in 1822. After
four years at school, he entered Edinburgh University in 1826 and
was indentured shortly afterwards to James Syme, then just be-
ginning his notable career as a surgeon. He received his M. D.
degree in 1833 and settled down to life-long practice in Edinburgh.
His history henceforth has few landmarks, save for his marriage
in 1840 to Catherine Scott M'Kay and the chronicle of his writings.
He had always been fond of literature, and it was natural that, once
established in his profession, he should turn to authorship. His
first contributions were to The Scotsman, but in 1846 and 1847 he
also began to write for Hugh Miller's Witness and The North
British Review. Though he was soon a favorite with periodical
readers, it was not until 1858 that the first series of his collected

36 The chief sources of information concerning Dr. Brown, apart from
the many autobiographical passages in his Hera Subseciva (Edinburgh, vol. I,
1858; vol. II, 1861; vol. Ill, 1882) are John Taylor Brown's Dr. John
Brown (London, 1903), E. T. McLaren's Dr. John Brown and his Sister
Isabella (Edinburgh, 1890), Alexander Peddie's Recollections of Dr. John
Brown (Edinburgh, 1894), and Letters of Dr. John Brown.